
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
     

 

 

 

 

  

It looks like our short spring is coming to an end 
and high temperatures and humidity are right 
around the corner. As you enjoy all that Prescott 
has to offer in the summer, remember to stay 
hydrated, use sunscreen and check on 
neighbors. Please leave your pets at home and 
off the trails when the temperatures are extreme. 
Consider donating water to local organizations 
who make sure our veterans are taken care of.  
 
I would like to congratulate Mary Jonas, Editor of 
The Outback Newsletter for being awarded the 
2021 Marvin J. Harris 4 Star Communications 
Award in the print division. This is well deserved 
recognition. Mary puts a lot of time and effort into 
making our newsletter one of the best 
nationwide. Congratulations and thank you for 
your time and expertise. 
 
On 06 May the AZ Council of Chapters held their 
bi-annual meeting in Surprise, AZ. One item  
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Level of Excellence Award Winner: 2011 – 4 Star; 2012 – 5 Star 2013 – 5 Star; 
2014 – 5 Star; 2015 — 5 Star; 2016 – 5 Star; 2017 – 5 Star; 2018 – 5 Star;  

2019 – 5 Star; 2020 – 5 Star 

THE OUTBACK 

NACMOAA 
Establ ished 1972 

MAY/JuNE 

2022 

 

 2018 

From the President 
 

By: Sharon Douglas 

[continued on page 3] 

We will have an “In Person” lunch 1 June at Granite Gate.  

RSVP to Sharon Douglas at 928-632-5939 by May 25th 

Where to find things in this newsletter: 
Spouse/Auxiliary Membership form: Page 13 

Regular Membership form: Page 14 

Lunch location and reservation form: Page 15 

 

If you would prefer to receive The Outback via 

email, please make sure Dick Jonas has your 

correct email address. <az04nac@erosonic.com> 

mailto:az04nac@erosonic.com
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Guest Speaker for June Luncheon – Candace Lea 

Candace moved to Prescott area from the Midwest. She has worked for 3 state 
agencies as a Program  Manager,  as well as 2 nationwide Nonprofits. 
Currently,  she is the Community Liaison and Marketing Person for Adult Care 
Services. Candace is also a local yoga teacher.  

 
Candace Lea, MBA 
Community Liaison/Marketing  Adult Care Services 
(The Susan J. Rheem Adult Day Center and The Margaret T. Morris Assisted 
Living Center)  
 
844 Sunset Ave. Prescott, AZ 86305 
928-441-1039 

www.adultcareservices.org 

 

YAVAPAI COUNTY STAND DOWN 

 

    

      

Wade & Gloria 

Rutt took time 

out of their 

sign in table 

duties to be our 

“Mystery 

Couple” 

Thanks to Bob 

Wallace for 

putting the 

display 

together. 

Volunteers will be needed for 16-17 September 

http://www.adultcareservices.org/
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(President’s message continued from page 1) 
 

presented at the meeting was a new emphasis on training for staff and Board positions. Pete 
Kloeber, AZ COC President is compiling input from all chapter presidents to create a module style 
training program. This should help standardize some policies and procedures. Individual chapters 
will still have the opportunity to run chapters as they see fit (within MOAA standards) and create 
their own bylaws. These training modules will be a great resource and training tool for members 
assuming new leadership rolls.  
 
Speaking of stepping up and assuming a leadership role, I would like to invite anyone interested 
in joining our Executive Council, please let me, Dick Jonas or Bob Wallace know. We would be 
happy to tell you about the position duties and responsibilities. The Membership Chair 
position is available now. Openings at the end of the year include Treasurer, Secretary, and 
Legislative Affairs Liaison.    
 
The national Advocacy in Action Campaign for 2022 wrapped up on 30 April. I am happy to report 
that through the hard work of all Arizona chapters, every state representative and both senators 
were contacted and granted time to our MOAA representatives. The three key points MOAA is 
supporting in 2022 were presented. While the formal AIA has concluded,  
please continue to contact your legislators to let them hear your voice all year long on items you 
feel strongly about. For the easiest way to contact your congressmen, go to MOAA.org then click 
on Legislative Action Center.   
 
I am proud to tell you that NACMOAA awarded 6 scholarships this year. Alex Torrance and I 
attended and had the honor of presenting scholarships at both ROTC and both JROTC 
ceremonies. It was very moving and inspirational to meet and shake hands with our nation’s future 
leaders. I can assure you we are in good hands. Two other scholarships were 
presented in Lake Havasu City. Scholarships were given to a Mohave High School JROTC Cadet 
and the Gerald Jacob Hietpas Memorial was presented on 09 May. More information and photos 
can be found in this newsletter.     
 
For the first time in over two years, Honor Flights are back up and flying. The first flight left for 
D.C. last week. I believe there is just one more flight this year. I would really like to see our chapter 
send a deserving veteran on this trip of a lifetime. We need to identify a veteran who would like to 
make this trip. If you know of a veteran who would like to make this journey, please contact me.   
 
I hope you can all join us for our next luncheon on Wednesday 01 June. This month it will be a 
Luau Theme. Please feel free to wear your Hawaiian attire to the luncheon. Join us for a Welcome 
Mai Tai upon arrival. The menu and RSVP form are provided in this newsletter. Deadline for your 
RSVP is Wednesday, 25 May. You may pay at the door, but I do need your RSVP for a headcount 
for the chef. 
 
Granite Gate has relaxed Covid-19 standards a bit. They are no longer requiring a mask or a 
temperature check. But they are still requiring you be vaccinated.   
 
The Granite Mountain Young Marines will be presenting The Colors at our luncheon.   
 
                                 
                                                                                                                (Continued on page 4) 
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(President’s Message continued from page 3) 
 
Our Guest Speaker will be Candace Lea, MBA. She is the Community Liaison and Marketing 
Representative for Adult Care Services for The Susan J. Rheem Adult Day Care Center & the 
Margaret T. Morris Assisted Living Center. 
 
If you have any ideas for future speakers that you would find interesting, please send that 
information to Alex Torrance.  
 
The Annual Memorial Day Observance will be held in Prescott on Monday, May 30, 2022 at 
9:00 AM, Historic Citizen's Cemetery 815 Sheldon Street Prescott, Arizona 86301. Also 
save the date for the Prescott Veterans Stand Down on 16-17 September at the US Vets facility. 
Please consider volunteering.  

 
I hope you enjoy this edition of The Outback. I look forward to seeing you at our Hawaiian Luau 
Luncheon. 
 
Mahalo for your time and Aloha till 01 June, 

Sharon 
Surviving Spouse, President NACMOAA Chapter 

 
  

 
Surviving Spouse Information Corner 

 
The Making Advances in Mammography and Medical Options Act (MAMMO)  
The MAMMO Act would improve mammography services for veterans by requiring the VA to 
develop a strategic plan for breast imaging services and establishing a tele-mammography pilot 
program in states without VA mammography services. 
 
This bill would also require VHA to upgrade all mammography equipment to three-dimensional 
imaging and to study the availability of genetic testing for the breast cancer gene for veterans. 
 
 These requirements, in addition to studies and increased partnerships with designated providers 
within the National Cancer Institute network and the Department of Defense should help improve 
access to high-quality breast cancer 
care for all women veterans. 
 
Please urge your elected officials to support  H.R. 4794/S 2533  
 
 
SURVIVING SPOUSE VIRTUAL CHAPTER NEWSLETTER 
Starting in April of 2022, The Surviving Spouse Virtual Chapter is now publishing an online 
quarterly newsletter.  We invite our members to get involved by sending information that you 
would like shared with our group.  This edition highlights some of the efforts in North Carolina; 
we would like to highlight more of the States’ efforts.  Please send an email to the 
MSSVC02@gmail.com and be sure to note “NEWSLETTER” in the subject line. 

mailto:MSSVC02@gmail.com
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Our lunch dates for 2022 will be: July 8th; September 9th; and 

November 11th. 
These dates are all the 2nd Friday of odd numbered months. The November 11th date may 

change to avoid Veteran’s Day activities. 

If you know of any of our Ladies who have moved or have health issues we should be aware of, 

please forward that information to Mary Jonas at mlgjonas.2012@gmail.com or call her at (928) 

925-4674. You can also share wishes for prayer or spiritual questions with our Chaplain, Peter 

Jensen,  at (323) 928-9918. 

Ladies of NACMOAA 

Memb ers h ip  C orn er:   Please forward any Membership Changes and/or Updates to Dick 

Jonas at <az04nac@erosonic.com> or call him at (928)636-2259. Dick has the responsibility of 

maintaining our membership roster, so inputs help to keep it current. 

If you are in need of a NACMOAA nametag, Dick is the man to contact. The name tags cost $6.00 

each. There is no shipping fee if you pick up your nametag at one of our meetings. 
 

Membership Updates: 

 The time for paying 2022 dues has expired. Those members who have not renewed their 

dues will be removed from the Master Membership Roster. Please understand, however, that if 

you update your dues for 2022 you will be reinstated on the Master Roster. After we have 

updated the roster, I will put together a Membership directory with contact info and send it out to 

the membership. I hope to have that done sometime this month (May.) 

 

 If you are catching up your dues late, be sure to send your check to our chapter treasurer. 

Make your check out to "NACMOAA" and indicate "dues" on the memo line. It's $25/yr. for 

Regular Members, and $5/yr. for Surviving Spouses and Aux members. Send the check to: 

 

    NACMOAA Treasurer 

    4839 N Viewpoint Dr, APT A 

    Prescott Valley, AZ  86314 
 
 

If you know of anyone of your friends or acquaintances who are interested in MOAA, 

please put me in touch with them. My phone number is 928-636-2259, email 

is <az04nac@erosonic.com>. 

 

 For those of you who receive the newsletter via email, be sure that I have your correct 

email address. As a reminder, Cableone is no longer in the email business. If you have a 

Cableone email address, you won't receive the newsletter. You need to update your email 

address with a new provider, such as gmail, yahoo, or some other preference. 

———————— 

LtCol Dick Jonas, USAF (Ret) 

Membership Chmn, NACMOAA  

 

    We gather at 11:30 AM, at Augie’s in Frontier Village, order off their menu 

and pay individually. Our lunches are over by 2:00 PM. We encourage all ladies 

of NACMOAA to join us for this social event. 

mailto:mlgjonas.2012@gmail.com
mailto:az04nac@erosonic.com
mailto:az04nac@erosonic.com
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 SUBJECT:   Meeting Minutes   

TO:   NACMOAA Membership 

Call to Order: The Northern Arizona Chapter of MOAA was called to order at 10:03 am, 

on April 04, 2022, by Mrs. Sharon Douglas, Chapter President, via the ZOOM Platform.  

All Chapter Board members were present except for Lt Col Alex Torrance, Vice President, 

Lt Col Bob Wallace, Personal Affairs, LCDR Peter Jensen, Chaplain, and Jon Berry.   

 

1. Agenda Items Discussed:   

 

a. President Recap Information:   
1) LOE Update:  The President has started putting the Level of Excellence (LOE) 

structure together to hopefully get our 5-star rating. Lt. Col Jonas discussed 

that the upgrade of the web site should be included in the submission of the 

LOE criteria.  

2) April Lunch Update. Great attendance expected. ROTC flag presentation will be 

at our lunch. New chef will be on board at our lunch.  Chef Raquel will be 

presenting our lunch.  Chef Josh was presented a MOAA challenge coin from our 

President and Col Bob Wallace. More challenge coins are being ordered to 

replenish our inventory.  Soldiers Best Friends presentation will be at the lunch. 

Mystery member placard will be spot lighted at the lunch. 

3) Scholarship Update: Lt Col Jonas is creating and printing the NACMOAA 

certificates for our awardees. Awaiting further information from the units to 

ensure we have all the awardees covered. Medals will not be here upon the 

graduation dates. Shipping will be at the end of May. HQ MOAA is working the 

back log of medals. 

4) AZ Council of Chapter’s (CoC) Meeting Update: Sharon, Dick and Mary are 

going to CoC Meeting in the first week in May at Surprise, AZ.  

5) Congressman Gosar Meeting Update: Darren Venters, Sharon and Pete Kloeber 

are meeting with Congressman Paul Gosar. Going over the three key items 

MOAA is looking for.  The Advocacy in Action campaign. More info to follow. 

        b. Round table: 

i.  Secretary Update:  Discussion on paying dues online. Dues are   

coming in and because of Lt Col Jonas’ efforts we have received a 

surge of dues payments to the chapter. Great job. 

ii.  Legislative Affairs:    Nothing significant to report.   

Treasurer Update:  Sharon briefed the Treasurer’s Report.  Synopsis: $12,626 cash on hand. 

Less the scholarship and other items. General Fund total is: $2,894.00 

  1) Membership/Personal Information (PIO):   

a) Membership Update:  Lt Col Jonas stated that we may have a 

shortfall on dues payments to the chapter. Further review and cross 

checking between the secretary and membership chairman and 

updating of membership dues rosters will get us closer to the actual 

dues picture.  

b) Personal Information: Still working with local papers to publish 

NACMOAA information. Working on a news item on the Scholarships 

and sending it in to the Daily Courier.  

 

 

 

 

[continued on page 7] 



 

 7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes Continued 

 

1) NACMOAA Newsletter Update. Mrs. Roberta Rice is welcomed as the 

new Newsletter editor.  Mary Jonas will be stepping down.  

 

2) NACMOAA Ladies Lunch Reminder:  is scheduled on the odd numbered 

months. May 13 is scheduled for 11:30 at Augie’s in the Carriage 

Room. 

 

3) National Surviving Spouse Update: We had a virtual meeting on March 

15. Speakers were from National MOAA.  Minutes are on Groupworks 

or from Sharon. 

 

2. Adjournment:  There being no further business to be brought before the Board the 

Chapter President adjourned the meeting. Next ZOOM NACMOAA Board meeting is 

tentatively scheduled for 10:00 am in May 2022. 
 

Submitted By:  George E. Weil, Secretary 
 
 

~Chaplain’s Corner~  Chaplain Peter Jensen urges us to pray for the war in 
Ukraine to cease, the needless death and destruction be stopped.  If you would 

like spiritual guidance, please contact Chaplain Jensen by phone  
(323) 982 9918 or via email chcpetercjensen@gmail.com. 

Chaplain Peter Jensen may also be reached by phone or email for prayer 
requests, solace regarding family and friends, or spiritual guidance. 

 

The Outback Newsletter is published by the Northern Arizona Chapter, which is an affiliate of the 

Military Officers Association of America (MOAA). MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils 

are an independent, nonprofit, politically nonpartisan organization. 

Granite Gate Welcomes NAC/MOAA for Easter. 

Chef Raquel Torres and her staff; Josh 

McCord – Lead Cook; Lisa Seville – Lead 

Server Present a lovely Easter Themed 

Buffett to our members. 

Prescott High School AFJROTC 

Cadets Color Guard present the Colors 

to begin our lunch. 

mailto:chcpetercjensen@gmail.com
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Help Prevent Suicide 

Learn how to be there for the Veteran or Service Member in your life. 

VeteransCrisisLine.net 

 

Bill Would Support the Families of Deceased, Defrauded Veterans 

By: Kevin Lilley 
MAY 04, 2022 

A bipartisan bill introduced in the Senate on April 5 would ensure families of defrauded 

veterans receive the benefits owed if the veteran passes away before their case with the 

VA is resolved. 

  

The Restoring Benefits to Defrauded Veterans Act (S. 3994), sponsored by Sens. Joe 

Manchin (D-W.Va.) and Tommy Tuberville (R-Ala.) would add language to existing law 

that would require the VA secretary to pay out these fraud claims to a veteran’s estate, a 

fiduciary who had served the veteran, or “the next inheritor.” The House version of the 

legislation (H.R. 5966) was introduced Nov. 21 by Reps. David Trone (D-Md.) and Tom 

Emmer (R-Minn.). 

  

The claims stem from misuse of benefits by a veteran’s fiduciary where the secretary is 

found to have committed “negligent failure” to “investigate and monitor a fiduciary,” 

according to current law. There were about 12,000 allegations of such fraud from Jan. 1, 

2018, to Sept. 30, 2019, according to a VA Office of Inspector General (OIG) report. 

  

While OIG found no “systemic issues” with the VA Fiduciary Program, it did find “instances 

of significant wait times,” including one veteran owed more than $20,000 in misused funds 

waiting more than 19 months after the ruling to receive his money. 

  

MOAA supports the measure along with The American Legion, Paralyzed Veterans of 

America, Veterans of Foreign Wars, and the Wounded Warrior Project. 

  

“Unfortunately, thousands of veterans have been victims of fraud and have dealt with a 

long, drawn out process to ensure they and their families receive their earned payments,” 

Manchin said in a press release announcing the Senate legislation, adding that the bill 

would “make a simple fix to help these defrauded veterans and their families receive the 

support they need and deserve.” 

  

Tuberville said Americans would “like to believe we live in a country where no one would 

take advantage of our veterans, but sadly it does happen.  What’s worse is if the money 

that was lost to fraud is never returned. This bill attempts to help right that wrong.” 

 
 

MOAA’s 2022 Legislative Priorities 
May 2022 
By MOAA Government Relations Staff 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/3994
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/5966/cosponsors?r=30&s=1
https://www.benefits.va.gov/fiduciary/
https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/38/6107
https://www.oversight.gov/report/VA/VBA%E2%80%99s-Fiduciary-Program-Needs-Improve-Timeliness-Determinations-and-Reimbursements-Misused
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Congratulations to all 2022 recipients of the 

MOAA Scholarships. 
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Help Prevent Suicide 

Learn how to be there for the Veteran or Service Member in your life. 

VeteransCrisisLine.net 

The advertisements that appear in this publication do not reflect an endorsement  

by MOAA or this Chapter. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: As of  May 6, 2022 

 
Cash on Hand $11, 307.11 

Less Events Fund  -1,150.18 

Less Reserve for Scholarships       -4,628.08 

        Less NACMOAA Honor Flight            -3517.75 

Net General Funds  $2,011.10 

 

Submitted by Heather G. Weil, Treasurer 

George D Clark, Jr. presented many interesting facts about the Soldier’s Best Friend Program. 
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MOAA MISSION: To advocate for our military community and connect it to the nation 

we serve. 

MOAA VISION: To promote and protect a strong national defense and lead our nation to 

honor its commitments to all who serve. 

The advertisements that appear in this publication do not reflect an endorsement  

by MOAA or this Chapter. 

Thank You Businesses for 
your support of 

NACMOAA. 
If you would like to place 
an AD in this newsletter, 

contact any Board 
Member. 
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     NORTHERN ARIZONA CHAPTER ~ APPLICATION FOR  

        SURVIVING SPOUSE/AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP    

 

Must be completed for  you to  have a vote on Chapter Issues or to  hold elected 

off ice.  

 

NAME: FIRST __________________ MIDDLE __________________ LAST __________________ 

ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________________________ 

CITY: _____________________________ STATE: ________________ ZIP: ___________________ 

TELEPHONE: _(______)__________________ ALTERNATE PHONE: _(_____)_______________ 

E-MAIL ADDRESS: ____________________________________________ 

MEMBERSHIP TYPE: 

Spouse (Auxiliary): Your regular member spouse Rank / First / M Int / Last Name / MOAA Member # 

   ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Surviving Spouse: Your deceased spouse Rank / First / M Int / Last Name / MOAA Member #: 

   ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $_____________________   (Make check payable to NACMOAA) 

 

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT: ______________________________   DATE __________________ 

 

EFFECTIVE JANUARY 2019  Surviving Spouse/Auxiliary dues are $5.00 per year.             

Send this application to NACMOAA Treasurer 4839 N Viewpoint Dr Apt A,  

Prescott Valley, AZ 86314 

Membership Changes:  Effective January 2019 All Surviving Spouse and 

Auxiliary Members will pay $5.00 per year. This will help us keep more accurate 

information for our membership roster.                  

What this means for Surviving Spouse and Auxiliary Members, after completing the form 

below, is that we can now vote on Chapter issues and hold office [effective January 2019]. 
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NEXT LUNCHEON! 01 June 2022 

LOCATION: Granite Gate Senior Living        

3850 North AZ-89, Prescott AZ 86301   Phone: 928-771-8200  

 
GATHERING TIME: 11:00 AM  PLACE: Granite Gate Dining Room 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & INTRODUCTIONS: 11:30 AM BUFFET  LUNCH: 12:00 PM   

DIRECTIONS: As you approach the Granite Gate Entrance, watch for the flagpole with the Granite Gate flag because 

there are no street name signs. FROM PRESCOTT: Drive North on US Hwy 89 past Watson Lake to Boulder creek Lane. 

The Granite Gate entrance is on the West side of Hwy 89. Turn Left and go to the parking area in front of the large building. 

FROM THE AIRPORT / PIONEER PARKWAY AREA: Drive south on US Hwy 89 by the Phippen Museum past 

Three Sisters Consignment to Boulder Creek Lane. The Granite Gate entrance is on the West side of Hwy 89. Turn Right 

and go to the parking area in front of the large building. For additional information go to: wwwGraniteGate.com or call 

(928)771-8200. 

 

COST: The Buffet Lunch is $30.00 per person. The reservation deadline is 25 May. 
A Hawaiian Luau luncheon will include Hawaiian coleslaw and fruit salads with rolls; featured entrees 

will be Loco Moco, Chicken Katsu, and Pineapple Pulled Pork with steamed white rice and Hawaiian 

macaroni salad. Themed desserts will cap off this delicious feast with Guava cake and coconut pudding. 

 
Guest Speaker will be Candace Lea, MBA Community Marketing Manager 

 
IF YOU HAVE DIETARY RESTRICTIONS, PLEASE ADVISE SHARON DOUGLAS NO LATER THAN  

 

Sharon must have an accurate attendance count for the caterer by 25 May. 

Please cut on the line below and mail with your check to Sharon Douglas 

 

 

TO RECEIVE NO LATER THAN – Wednesday 25 May, 2022.           

NACMOAA address is PO Box 95 Dewey, AZ 86327. 
You may call Sharon at (928) 632-5939 to place a reservation if you prefer to pay at the door. 

  

LATE NOTICE CANCELLATIONS CANNOT BE REFUNDED 

 
June 01 Meeting: Please make checks payable to: NACMOAA 

  

 All meals are $30.00 

 

My check for $____________is enclosed 

 

Attendees:      Members:   Guests: 

 

________________________  ________________________ 

 

________________________  _______________________ 

 

 

Lunch - $ ________________ 

2022 Dues - $ ______________ 

Scholarship - $ _____________ 

Honor Flight - $ ____________ 

_________________ 

TOTAL - $ _______________ 
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From: NAC MOAA            

T h e  O u t b a c k            

Mrs. Mary G. Jonas     

P O Box 1226          

Chino Valley, AZ 86323 

The Outback Newsletter is published by the Northern Arizona Chapter, which is an affiliate of the 

Military Officers Association of America (MOAA). MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils 

are an independent, nonprofit, politically nonpartisan organization. 

Northern Arizona Chapter 

Military Officers Association of America 

Covering 24,375 square miles 

Counties Served: Mohave, Yavapai, Gila 

NAC 
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