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2014 — 5 Star; 2015 — 5 Star; 2016 — 5 Star; 2017 — 5 Star; 2018 — 5 Star;

2019 — 5 Star; 2020 — 5 Star; 2021 — 5 Star; 2022 - 5 Star; 2023- 5 Star
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(Continued from page 1)

April was our recognition month for our ROTC/JROTC units in our area. We had the privilege to
recognize outstanding cadets from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University Air Force and Army, Prescott
High School, Bradshaw Mountain High School and Mohave High School with Medals and Scholarship
funds. Truly an honor to be a part of.

After 5+ years of having Granite Gate Senior Living Facility being our gracious host, we had to bid
farewell. Can’t say enough of how well they treated us and catered to our desires. They went well above
and beyond to ensure that all our luncheons and meetings were of the highest caliber. Looking forward to
building a relationship with our new location, Prescott Centennial Center

Activities and participation abound in 2024! Over 100 hours of Therapy Pet (Bos’n) visit/support to
various Senior Living Facilities and library, help in setting up “Healing Fields” in Prescott Valley,
clothing/hygiene items collected in support of Yavapai County Veterans Standdown (which enabled U.S.
VETS to provide for over 219 Veterans and families). Let’s not forget about the Hurricanes that hit
Florida and the Carolinas! Support of the highest honor when one of our very own members went over to
aid in relief of those that were affected and the challenge we sent out to our membership where we raised
funds of over $730.00 (members donations) to help in the relief effort.

“Everyone has inside them a piece of good news. The good news is you don’t know how great you can
be! How much you can love! What you can accomplish! And what your potential is.” Anne Frank

Semper Fortis,

Clyde Meade
President, NAC MOAA Chapter

|

Rep Quang Nguyen is hosting a FOOD & FUND DRIVE at US VETS on Saturday, Nov
23rd from 9am to 3pm; Non Perishable foods and personal care items may be brought to
their location at 1040 Whipple St, Bldg 400 Prescott, AZ 86305.

There is a need for cold weather clothing, as well as undergarments, gift cards, dog food
and treats. Monetary donations are also welcome




NEXT LUNCHEON: At PRESCOTT CENTENNIEL CENTER

17 DEC 2024 - TUESDAY
PLEASE NOTE NEW LOCATION, DATE & DAY OF THE WEEK

GATHERING TIME: 11:00 AM PLACE: 989 Wineglass Dr. Prescott AZ 86301

ANNOUNCEMENTS & INTRODUCTIONS: 11:30 AM  BUFFET LUNCH: 12:00 PM
MENU PENDING
DETAILS WILL BE SENT OUT VIA EMAIL
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

COST: The Buffet Lunch is $30.00 per person. The reservation deadline is 13 DEC.
IF YOU HAVE DIETARY RESTRICTIONS, PLEASE ADVISE CLYDE MEADE
Clyde must have an accurate attendance count for the caterer by 13 DEC.

DIRECTIONS: (From Prescott/Prescott Valley) Take exit 317 (off 89A) for AZ-89 toward 1-40/Prescott/Chino Valley.
Keep right at the fork, follow signs for Airport/Chino Valley. Merge onto AZ-89 N. At the traffic circle, take the 15
exit onto Perkins Dr. Turn left onto Wineglass Dr. Building is on your right. Head south on 89
S towards Private Rd. At the traffic circle, take the 2" exit and stay on 89 S. Exit the traffic circle onto 89 S. At the
traffic circle, take the first exit onto AZ-89. At the traffic circle, take the 2" exit and stay on AZ-89. Turn left onto
Mac Curdy Dr. Turn right onto Clubhouse Dr. Center will be on your left.

Please cut on the line below and mail with your check to CLYDE MEADE

TO RECEIVE NO LATER THAN — 13 DEC 2024
NACMOAA address is PO Box 95 Dewey, AZ 86327

You may call Clyde at 602 592 4636 to place a reservation if you prefer to pay at
the door.

LATE NOTICE CANCELLATIONS CANNOT BE REFUNDED
17 DEC Meeting: Please make checks payable to: NACMOA

Lunch-S

2024 Dues $30.00 - S

All meals are $30.00 Scholarship - 5
My check for S is enclosed
Attendees: Members: Guest
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Chaplain's Corner:

Members of NACMOAA may contact our Chaplain Pete Jensen anytime for
prayer over the phone (928-830-3569), or to obtain confidential, Biblical
counseling by phone or in person. No question you have is unimportant or “off
limits”. The Chaplain generously donates his time to our chapter members.

")

NAC MOAA LADIES LUNCHEONS

&

We had a fun year trying all types of restaurants around the Prescott area. As we look
forward to 2025, we plan to do the same.

Our gathering dates will continue to be the 2" Friday of odd numbered months as follows:
JAN 10; MAR 14; MAY 9; JUL 11; SEPT 12; NOV 14

Our meeting times continue to be 11:30 AM. We wiill order off the menu and pay individually
as always. All ladies of NAC MOAA are welcome to join us for a social time.

If you know of any of our ladies who have moved or have health issues we should be aware
of, please forward that information to Mary Jonas at mlgjonas.2012@gmail.com or call her
at (928) 925-4674.

Minutes of NAC MOAA Board Meetings & Treasurer's Report
You may now request a copy of the NAC MOAA Board Meeting minutes
and/or current Treasurer's Report from Roberta Rice, Secretary -
rbdrice@verizon.net.
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CONTACT INFORMATION FOR YOUR DIRECTORS & STAFF
LCDR Clyde Meade - President & Director

navoffo4d@gmail.com

Mrs. Sharon Douglas —-Immediate Past President, Director &
AZ Council of Chapters Surviving Spouse Liaison

sharon.douglas.nacmoaa@gmail.com

CPT Ray Jordan - Vice President, Coordinator for Guest Speakers &
Awards & Director
rginiray@aol.com

LtCol Alex Torrance—Director

alextorrance@gmail.com

Col Steve Woods — Legislative Affairs Officer

stevewoods54@outlook.com

LtCol Bob Wallace — Personal Affairs, Transition Liaison &

Chairman, Board of Directors
wallacerm@cox.net

LtCol Dick Jonas Treasurer & Director

az04nac@erosonic.com

LCDR Spencer O'Neil - Membership & PIO

h_spencer_oneal@yahoo.com

LCDR Peter Jensen — Chaplain

chcpetercjensen@gmail.com

Mrs. Mary Jonas — Surviving Spouse Liaison

mlgjonas.2012@gmail.com

Mrs. Roberta Rice — Outback Editor & Secretary

rbdrice@verizon.net

Teri Przygocki, REALTOR®

(928) 925-6744

6f ﬁ;’bscott

teriprzygocki@gmail.com
1024 Willow Creek Rd., Ste.E
Prescott, Arizona 86301




Membership / Public Information Officer — Corner

Dear NACMOAA Friends. Our second luncheon in our new location was equally as pleasing as
the first one. Not only is the room conducive to our needs, but there are no stairs to climb, there is
ample space, parking is plentiful and near the door, the staff are very friendly, and the food is
excellent! So, if you haven’t been able to join us lately, please do so. | think you'll be pleasantly
surprised —and we would love to see you! Our next Luncheon is scheduled for Tuesday, December
17" at 1100 hours. --- Between now and then is Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving is a time of reflection.
May your Thanksgiving be filled with joy, family, and remembrance of our blessings.

Well, it was really, really, hot... and now it’s not! Seemingly overnight, it's cold. Winter is very near.
It hardly seems possible. For us however, as military people, the month of December brings with
it not only the beginnings of Winter, but special meanings, signs, and warnings as well. 83 years
ago, the world was in global conflict and turmoil. On December 7™, 1941, our country was tragically
brought into the global chaos known as WW-II. As | write this note, today the world is again in
global conflict. | pray that these conflicts can be resolved without further escalation. However, as
military people, we understand the vigilance and readiness required of us and our fellow
servicemembers. Let us pray that history is not repeated, and we can celebrate the birth of Christ
this month, in peace, with those we love and cherish. Let us also celebrate the remembrance of
those who served alongside of us, but are no longer with us.

Okay! It's that time again! Your 2025 Chapter dues are now due and payable. Dues for the next
calendar year are due by January 15. Thank you to those of you who have paid for multiple years
in advance. The new Directory should be in your email by the time you receive this newsletter. If
you are unsure of your dues status, the last column on the right of your listing will have the year
through which your dues are paid. Please help us administratively and remit your dues promptly.

Also - Remember that our Chapter provides Scholarships to three JROTC, and two ROTC Cadets.
Please consider a generous donation to our scholarship fund to help our Chapter recognize these
fine young future leaders of our country. All scholarship contributions go to scholarships and the
more we receive, the larger the scholarships. Thank you for your generosity. Please consider too,
donating to support our organizational expenses such as printing costs, postage, website support,
etc. Thank you!

Dues and contributions can be made in one of three ways:
* In person at our bi-monthly Luncheons;
* Mailed to: NACMOAA
P.O. Box 95
Dewey, AZ 86327
(Make checks payable to: “NACMOAA”).
*Online through our National MOAA organization’s website: www.moaa.org .

As your Public Information Officer, | am continually looking for ways to let others know of our
Chapter’s activities and events and to locate prospective new members. Please invite any eligible
prospective member to join our organization. We would love to welcome them. Thank you.

LCDR H. Spencer O’Neal, USN, (Ret)
Membership Chair/Public Information Officer, NACMOAA
H_Spencer_ONeal@yahoo.com (760) 486-3855
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS UPDATE

by COL (RET) Steve Woods, U.S. Army
Well, we have just completed another election cycle, and it looks like we will have some changes in our legislators

in Washington and Phoenix. I'll provide a full updated list of the Representatives and Senators across our
Chapter’s area with contact information in our next newsletter.

NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION
The U.S. Congress returns to DC on November 12th for what is known as a “lame duck” session. However, the

name can be misleading. After the midterms in 2022, many important legislative actions were completed and sent
to the President to be signed into law. MOAA is asking for your continued advocacy for the passing of the National
Defense Authorization Act (NDAA). The NDAA is a must-pass legislation that includes many key MOAA priorities.
This includes passing the Richard Star Act (H.R. 1282/S. 344), restoring full BAH (H.R. 2537/S. 1823) and
protecting TRICARE for Life. | urge you to once again visit the MOAA Action Center and send the prepared letters
to our Senators and Representatives. Please take time to personalize the letters by explaining why these issues
are important to you. Here are the priority links that you should consider:

e Richard Star Act:_https://moaa.quorum.us/campaign/43784/

e BAH Restoration: https://moaa.quorum.us/campaign/46553/

¢ Protect TRICARE for Life: https://moaa.quorum.us/campaign/56719/

ARIZONA LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION
Thanks to the hard work of Lt Col Darren L Venters USAF (Ret), Legislative and Transition Director for the Green

Valley Chapter, we have both an Arizona State Senator and Representative signed on to reintroduce legislation in
support of state income tax parity for USPHS officers serving in Arizona. This action is a priority for the AZ Council
of Chapters. Senator David Gowan (R), District 19 and Representative Stacy Travers (D), District 12 have
expressed their willingness to reintroduce the bill in their respective houses. Hopefully with their bipartisan support,
we will get this done this coming session starting in January 2025. | ask that you send a personal note of thanks to
Senator Gowan and Representative Travers for their support.

Sen Gowan: DGOWAN@AZLEG.GOV

Rep Travers: STRAVERS@AZLEG.GOV

Governor Hobbs has named John Scott Il as the Arizona Department of Veterans’ Services Director. You can find

Mr. Scott’s bio at: https://dvs.az.gov/about/leadership/john-scott. Mr. Scott will be up for Senate confirmation in

January. The ADVS Director is a critical leadership position for protecting the rights of Veterans at the state level. It
is extremely important to ADVS to have a confirmed and permanent Director to ensure that ADVS serves the needs
of Arizona Veterans. After service in the United States Marine Corps, Mr. Scott has had a long career of working

with and for Veterans in our state, most recently as the Director of the Phoenix area USVETS, and has the full

(continued on page 8)
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(continued from page 7)
support of the AZ Council of Chapters. The Arizona Senate has established a committee dedicated to overseeing

nominations and named AZ Senator Jake Hoffman as the chairman. | urge you to write to Senator Hoffman and
ask him to support Arizona Veterans by asking his committee to approve Mr. Scott’s nomination when the
committee meets in January. You can send emails to Senator Hoffman at: JAKE.HOFFMAN@AZLEG.GOV or
calling his office at (602) 926-3292.

| don’t need to remind you that grassroots advocacy works.... but only if you get involved! Thank you for all for your

support on these important issues throughout the last year and for your continued support in the coming year.
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Surviving Spouse Corner
Submitted by Sharon Douglas

| would like to start by congratulating MAJ Jane Strain, USA (Ret) for her
recent induction to the Arizona Veterans Hall of Fame. Strain left a career in teaching to join the
Women's Army Corps (WAC) and went on to spend 21 years in service to our nation.

MAJ Strain is currently the Surviving Spouse Director of the MOAA Coronado Chapter. She is very active
in supporting and assisting the surviving spouses in her chapter. She is also active in many community
organizations including serving on the Cochise Community College governing board.

Many of our surviving spouses may be overlooked for their own contributions in service to our nation. It
is easy to see them only as the spouse of one of our members. Gloria Rutt is a good example.

Gloria served 5 years active duty in the Army Nurse Corps. Her goal was becoming a doctoral level
Psychologist. Gloria received her Masters Degree in Counseling Psychology at Ramstein AFB and
worked in Drug and Alcohol clinics in Kaiserslautern and Dwight David Army Hospital. When her
husband, MAJ Wade Rutt was transferred to Fitzsimmons AMC she entered the University of Denver
Graduate School of Professional Psychology and received a doctorate in Clinical Psychology. Gloria
specialized in Health Psychology and later in Trauma and PTSD. She treated service men and women in
private practice and ended her professional career at the Cheyanne VA where she specialized in Suicide
Prevention, Traumatic Brain Injury, PTSD, and Chronic Pain.

Gloria is grateful she could be of service to her fellow veterans.

NAC is proud to have CPT Gloria Rutt in our chapter. Thank you for your service to our country and
providing care and comfort to our veterans in need.

A few legislative updates for the end of the year:

-Caring for Survivors Act of 2023 H.R. 8371 (was S. 414 H.R. 1083) Introduced 2/17/23. House referred
bill to Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs

Bill would increase DIC from 43% of 100% of disability compensation to 55% to equal other
compensation programs.

(continued on page 9)
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** In urgent need of co-sponsors. Currently only 87 have signed on. Please contact your lawmakers and
ask for their help. Due to costs, this will be a prolonged campaign much like the repeal of the widow tax
offset.

-H.R. 7777 Survivor Benefits Delivery Improvement of 2024. Bill was introduced in Sept. 2024.

This is a companion bill to Caring for Survivors Act proponing an increase in Veterans Disability
Compensation.

-Senator Elizabeth Dole 21% Century Veterans Healthcare and Benefits Improvement Act H.R. 8371. Bill
was introduced to the House 05/14/24. Currently it is in the initial stages of the legislative process. This
bill aims to improve benefits, upgrade survivor programs, homeless veteran outreach, and increase
home based care. It would also provide for mental health care grants to caregivers.

-Respect for Grieving Military Families Act H.R. 3232 S.596. Would stop recoupment of the last month of
the veterans pay. This should be part of the defense bill.

Don’t forget to review your 2025 healthcare choices.

Medicare open enroliment season ends 07 December. You can review changes for 2025, sign up or
change advantage plans and prescription drug plans. Information on dental and vision plans can be

found at Benefeds.gov.

The holidays are right around the corner. The ladies of NAC will once again be holding their Holiday Card
Campaign. We are asking that you bring holiday cards with your personal greetings, to the 17 December
NAC Holiday Luncheon. Please keep in mind there are a number of different religions and cultures
celebrating various holidays so a variety of cards is welcome. NAC will be distributing the cards to the
Northern Arizona VA.

If you find yourself feeling down, stressed, or filled with anxiety this holiday season, don’t ignore your
feelings if they get overwhelming. Call a friend or family member, go for a walk, read a new book, check
out a movie at the theater where you can enjoy real movie popcorn. Join a group that shares your
interests. Exercise or keep active if possible. For more help: contact TAPS (Tragedy Assistance Program
for Survivors) 1-800-959-8277. VA Northern AZ mental healthcare 928-445-4860 ext. 7500. Contact your
primary care provider, or the Crisis Line at 988.

| wish everyone a safe and plentiful Thanksgiving. Looking forward to seeing you all at the NAC Holiday
Luncheon. Don’t forget to bring you personalized holiday cards for the VA.

Happy Holidays.

GLORIA RUTT - Involved in Orchard Ranch Veterans Lunch and member of the planning committee
since 2014. Each year the residents raise funds to host a luncheon in honor of veterans and present a
quilt to a veteran in gratitude for their service.

=



http://benefeds.gov/

2024 - A YEAR IN REVIEW: MEMBERS IN FELLOWSHIP & IN ACTION

INFORMATIVE SPEAKING SERIES
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IN MEMORIUM - JAMES A RICE, LTC, US ARMY

Jim Rice, lifetime member of MOAA and member of NAC MOAA chapter passed away recently at his
home in Prescott Valley with his wife of 51 years, Roberta, at his side.

He was a retired US Army Field Artillery Officer of 21 years; this was followed by a 20 plus year career
in defense contracting to continue his mission of protecting the USA. Jim served in four countries and
10 states during his career which culminated in his appointment as Project Manager, Mortar Systems.
He provided armaments for the Gulf War at a record pace to support the mission and received
numerous awards and recognitions for his outstanding leadership throughout his career.

He and Roberta moved 18 times during their marriage with his beloved three children born in three
different countries. He was proud of his children, their spouses and his 10 grandchildren.

Jim was especially known for being called OPA to those ten grandchildren and created many
memories of mischief and mayhem with them.

LTC J.A. Rice will be interred at the San Joaquin National Cemetery in Gustine, CA. He will complete
and cement his family legacy by joining his father - LTC M. Rice, U.S. Air Force, and his brother LTC
R. Rice, U.S. Army, in the hallowed grounds of veterans who have dedicated their lives to the service
of our beloved country.

His family will miss him dearly but find solace that after a five -year battle with Alzheimer's disease, Jim
is whole again with his brilliant mind and fabulous sense of humor resting in the arms of a loving God.

Any person who has ever held a commission or a warrant in any

of the eight uniformed services is eligible for membership in the

Military Officers Association of America.
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See MOAA on the web at www.moaa.org

See NACMOAA on the web at www.nacmoaa.org

HELPFUL INFORMATION & NOTICES

SPECIAL ONLINE ACCESS INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS TO STAY CONNECTED
TAKE ACTION Page: https:/moaa.quorum.us/ or moaa.org/takeaction

Web Page for NACMOAA: nacmoaa.org

Facebook: NACMOAA

Northern Arizona Chapter MOAA Mission

NACMOAA’s mission is to promote the purposes and objectives of the Military
Officers Association of America; to foster fraternal relations among retired, active
and former commissioned and warrant officers of the eight U.S. uniformed
services, including the National Guard and Reserve Components; to protect the
rights and interests of our members and all U.S. military veterans, their
dependents and survivors; and to serve the community and the nation

All NACMOAA Chapter members are

encouraged to be members of

national Military Officers Association of America.
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MOAA VISION: To promote and protect a strong national defense
and lead our nation to honor its commitments to all who serve.

MOAA MISSION: To advocate for our military community and
connect it to the nation we serve.

U.S. Department of
Veterans Affairs

Veterans Suicide Prevention Line

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline (now known as the 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline), and is now
active across the United States. When people call, text or chat 988, they will be connected

to trained counselors that are part of the existing Lifeline network. These trained counselors will listen,
understand how their problems are affecting them, provide support, and connect them to resources if

necessary.
The previous Lifeline phone number (1-800-273-8255) will always remain available to people in

emotional distress or suicidal crisis.

-
.
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The advertisements that appear in this publication do not reflect an

endorsement by MOAA or this Chapter.
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Regular Membership Application Northern Arizona Chapter MOAA

Name MI Last

Rank Service Component

Status:  Active  Retired Former Reserve NG DOB(optional):
Address

City ST Zip
Home phone Cel

EMail

Spouse Name: First Last

Member of National MOAA: Yes No (circle one). You do not have to be a National member to join our
chapter. If you are, circle membership type: Basic Premium Life

and provide your National MOAA Membership #

If you're not a National member, can we enroll you in a National Basic (no cost) Membership ?
Dues (choose the one which applies to you):

New Regular member who signs up in the 1st gtr - $30; 2nd qtr - $25; 3rd qtr - $20. If you sign up in the
4th qtr it's $30, but that covers your 4th gtr in the current year, plus dues for the entire follow-on year.
Amt enclosed: $ (make check payable to NACMOAA)

Signature Date

SURVIVING SPOUSE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Name: First Middle Last
Address:

City: State: ZIP:
Telephone: ( ) CEL ( )

E-mail address:

Your deceased spouse Rank / First / M Int / Last Name / MOAA Member #

Dues for Surviving Spouse is $5/yr

Amount enclosed: $ (Make check payable to NACMOAA)

Signature Date

Mail check and application to: NACMOAA Treasurer, PO Box 95, Dewey AZ 86327
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The Light In The Window
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Passing the Flame

A Fighter Pilot
Looks At the World

by
Upside Down DICK JONAS

Acft: F-16A 790342
"Defiance”
Pilot: LtCol Dick Jonas

EROSONIC
el . PO Box 1226
of a Philosophical Memoir Chino Valley AZ 86323
o 928-710-3742
; WWW.erosonic.com
Dick Jonas 40 CDs, Streams online
8 books with song RBAAB: The Red-Blooded; All-American Boy

lyrics, stories, pictures
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The Outback Newsletter is published by the Northern Arizona Chapter, which is an dffiliate of the Military

Officers Association of America (MOAA). MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are an independent,
nonprofit, politically nonpartisan organization.
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WELCOMING MEMBERS & GUESTS

October Luncheon

Guest Speaker Paula Pedene is
thanked by Bob Wallace, Dick
Jonas & Clyde Meade following her
informative life story.

Fellowship among members in the
pleasant and welcoming setting of
the Prescott Centenniel Room as
they enjoyed an Oktoberfest
theme.

Prescott Veteran's Day Parade
NAC MOAA participants
included: Clyde Meade, Michael
McShea, Alex Torrance, along

with Ray Jordan and Ron
Robinson.
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Northern Arizona Chapter

Military Officers Association of America
Covering 24,375 square miles

From: NAC MOAA

The Outback

Mrs. Mary G. Jonas

P O Box 1226

Chino Valley, AZ 86323
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