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I wish to express my appreciation to all the members of the
Northern Arizona Chapter of the Military Officers Association of
America (MOAA) for your confidence and support in electing me
as your new President. Coming from a military family, where my
father served in combat during WWII and Korea (The Greatest
Generation), I learned early in life the importance of service to
our great country. As a young enlisted soldier serving during the
“late sixties” to later as an Infantry Officer serving during Desert
Storm and Kosovo, I was proud to serve with my fellow soldiers
who were also dedicated to the cause of freedom.

2026 will mark 250 years as a Republic. It’s important for all
citizens to reflect on the significant accomplishments our nation
has realized during those years. Our country was certainly
divided during the Civil War and those wounds healed slowly.
The two World Wars tested our resolve as a nation with a sense
of community/support from fellow citizens, particularly during
WWII, (Rosie the Riveter). Today, we continue to live in uncertain
times, with major upheavals seemingly commonplace within our
communities and government. More than ever it’s important to
maintain our values, freedoms and continue to support our
country and its citizens.

I wish to take this opportunity to thank LCDR Clyde Meade for his
dedicated service to our organization for over 6 years. Clyde has
done a yeoman’s job in leading our organization during his
tenure. I hope I can contribute in the continued success of our
Chapter.
I encourage you to reach out to me to discuss any
issues/recommendations that you may have. 
My phone # is 253-468-6050, e-mail: tdfarel@aol.com.
 
I wish you all a Prosperous and Happy New Year!...

Tom Farrell 
President, NAC MOAA Chapter

Level of Excellence Award Winner: 
2011 – 4 Star; 2012 – 5 Star 2013 – 5 Star; 2014 – 5 Star; 2015 — 5 Star; 2016 – 5 Star; 2017 – 5 Star; 2018 – 5 Star; 2019 –

5 Star; 2020 – 5 Star; 2021 – 5 Star; 2022 - 5 Star; 2023 - 5 Star; 2024 - 5 Star
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Disaster Preparedness for You, Your Family and Grandchildren
 

Gene’s presentation will help you to be prepared when disasters strikes. His
presentation will include an overview of Arizona disasters, how to prepare, and to

recover in the event of a disaster.
Gene is a retired Air Force officer with 23 years of military service. He is a member of the

MOAA Luke Chapter. He served as the Chapter President from 2022 through 2025. 
Gene has begun a second career as an emergency manager for the State of Arizona.

He served for eight years as the Senior Assistant Director and Chief of Staff for the
Division of Emergency Management at the Arizona Department of Emergency and

Military Affairs. He has served as the State Emergency Operations Center Manager and
responded to 49 state declared disasters and 2 Federal declared disasters. In 2023

Gene was awarded the Arizona Adjutant General’s Medal for meritorious service to the
State of Arizona.

In 2023 Gene began serving as the Special Projects and Policy Manager for the Arizona
Department of Forestry and Fire Management.

 

Gene Wikle‌

YO U R  S P E A K E R  

F O R  L U N C H

                

Stewart Fraiser passed away on December 31, 2025 at age 93.  Over the past many years Stewart was very active in
the affairs of NACMOAA, having served as President and Director.  Stewart served 27 years in the United States

Marine Corps starting as a Private and retiring as a Major. 
Stewart was very active in many  community, civic and veterans organizations such as the  VFW, Devil Dogs, Elks,

Moose Lodge, Masonic Lodge, Drill Instructors Association, Tanker Association  and many more in which he rose to
leadership positions.  He was particularly active in the Marine Corps League serving at the local, state and national
level where he received numerous personal decorations and awards including the National Gold Medal and being

named Arizona Marine of the Year.
He was recognized with the prestigious National Medal of Valor from the Four Chaplains Society and was inducted

into the Arizona Veterans Hall of Fame. 
His wife, Naoma, who was also active in NACMOAA events passed away in June, 2025.

Memorial services for Stewart will be held at 10:00am, Tuesday, January 20 at the Chapel on the campus of the VA
Medical Center.  Following the service, his remains will join those of Naoma at the Prescott National Cemetery.

Rest in peace



COST: The Buffet Lunch is $30.00 per person. The reservation deadline is 6 February.

IF YOU HAVE DIETARY RESTRICTIONS, PLEASE ADVISE Tom Farrell

Tom must have an accurate attendance count for the caterer by 6 February

DIRECTIONS: (From Prescott/Prescott Valley) Take exit 317 (off 89A) for AZ-89 toward I-
40/Prescott/Chino Valley. Keep right at the fork, follow signs for Airport/Chino Valley.
Merge onto AZ-89 N. At the traffic circle, take the 1st exit onto Perkins Dr. Turn left onto

Wineglass Dr. The building is on your right. (From Chino Valley) Head south on 89 S
towards Private Rd. At the traffic circle, take the 2nd exit and stay on 89 S. Exit the traffic

circle onto 89 S. At the traffic circle, take the first exit onto AZ-89. At the traffic circle,
take the 2nd exit and stay on AZ-89. Turn left onto Mac Curdy Drive. Turn right onto

Clubhouse Drive. The center will be on your left.

Please cut on the line below and mail with your check to NACMOAA

TO RECEIVE NO LATER THAN 12 December 
NACMOAA address is PO Box 95 Dewey, AZ 86327

You may call Tom at 253-468-6050 to
place a reservation if you prefer to pay at
the door.

LATE NOTICE CANCELLATIONS CANNOT BE
REFUNDED

11 February Meeting: Please make checks
payable to: NACMOA - All meals are $30.00

My check for $____________is enclosed

JOIN US AT Our February LUNCHEON: PRESCOTT CENTENNIAL CENTER

11 February 2026 - WEDNESDAY
GATHERING TIME: 11:15 AM 
PLACE: 989 Wineglass Dr. Prescott, AZ 86301
ANNOUNCEMENTS & INTRODUCTIONS: 11:30 AM 
BUFFET LUNCH: 12:00 PM 

Lunch
2026 Dues 

($30.00)

Scholarship

Total

Members:______     Guest: ______

Menu
Garden Salad

Pot Roast
Seasoned Grilled Chicken

Mashed Potatoes
Mixed Vegetables

Warm Rolls and Butter



NAC MOAA LADIES LUNCHEONSChaplain's Corner:
Members of NACMOAA may contact our

Chaplain, Pete Jensen, anytime for prayer
over the phone at

(928) 830-3569, or to obtain confidential,
Biblical counseling by phone or in person. No

question you have is unimportant or “off
limits”. The Chaplain generously donates his

time to our chapter members. 

We had a fun year trying all types of
restaurants around the Prescott area. We
have settled on Gabby’s Grill in Prescott

Valley for the foreseeable future.
Our gathering dates will continue to be the

2nd Friday of odd-numbered months as
follows:

 Mar 13

Our meeting times continue to be 11:30 AM.
We will order off the menu and pay

individually as always. All ladies of NAC
MOAA are welcome to join us for a social

time.
If you know of any of our ladies who have

moved or have health issues we should be
aware of, please forward that information to 
Mary Jonas at mlgjonas.2012@gmail.com or

call her at (928) 925-4674.

Minutes of NAC MOAA Board Meetings &
Treasurer's Report

You may now request a copy of the NACMOAA
Board Meeting minutes 

and/or current Treasurer's Report available
through the secretary. 

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR YOUR DIRECTORS & STAFF
LTC Tom Farrell - President & Director

tdfarel@aol.com
LCDR Clyde Meade - Immediate Past President & Director

navoff04@gmail.com
Col Steve Woods – Vice President & Legislative Affairs Officer

stevewoods54@outlook.com
Mrs. Sharon Douglas – NAC Surviving Spouse Liaison & Director

sharon.douglas.nacmoaa@gmail.com
CPT Ray Jordan - Coordinator for Guest Speakers & Awards & Director

rginiray@aol.com
Lt Col Alex Torrance – Secretary

alextorrance@gmail.com
Lt Col Bob Wallace – Personal Affairs, Transition Liaison & Chairman, Board of Directors

wallacerm@cox.net
Lt Col Dick Jonas - Director
az04nac@erosonic.com

LCDR Spencer O'Neal - Membership & PIO
h_spencer_oneal@yahoo.com
LCDR Peter Jensen – Chaplain
chcpetercjensen@gmail.com

Mrs. Mary Jonas – Ladies Luncheon Coordinator & Photographer
mlgjonas.2012@gmail.com

Mrs. Kara Woods - Outback Editor
mathczar86@gmail.com

The advertisements that appear in this publication do not reflect an endorsement by MOAA or this chapter. 



 Dear NACMOAA Friends. 
 
 Happy 2026! I hope that you all had good and memorable holiday experiences, and I pray that this newsletter
finds you all well. As the new year begins, and the excitement and festivities of the holiday season are behind us,
it is often comforting to get back into the groove of ordinary everyday living.
 
 As for our NACMOAA chapter, we have a new President and Vice President elect and many new officers. They
will be installed at our February luncheon meeting. Please join us to welcome them to their new positions and to
thank them for their voluntary service to our chapter, our organization, our servicemembers/veterans, and
ultimately, our country. They put in many hours of dedicated hard work – especially our Presidents. Please join
me in expressing gratitude to our outgoing President, Clyde Meade, LCDR, USN (Ret) for his amazing work for our
chapter these past two years. Thank you Clyde! 
 
 To those of you who have paid your 2026 Chapter Dues before the January 1  deadline, thank you! For those
who have yet to renew your membership, please do so promptly. If you are unsure if you’ve paid through 2026, I
will soon be emailing a new Membership Directory. Please check the last column of the row of your entry. It
contains the year through which our records show that your dues are paid. Also, please check the information in
your entry for accuracy and let me know if changes need to be made. 

st

 
 Currently, we are not set up to receive dues payments online through National MOAA, but are exploring that
capability. As such, dues may be paid at the door during our luncheons or by sending a check to our PO Box.
When paying your dues, please also consider making a donation to our scholarship fund. Your donations help
us support our local ROTC and area Cadets. If you choose to include such a donation along with your annual
dues payment, please note your donation amount in the Memo section of your check. Thank you for renewing
your membership, and for your additional support. Your contributions are our primary source for making these
awards possible.    
 
Mail checks for dues and donations to: 
 NACMOAA 
           P.O. Box 95 
           Dewey, AZ 86327 
 (Make checks payable to: “NACMOAA”). 
 
 Please RSVP soonest for our February membership luncheon. See elsewhere in this newsletter for details.
Looking forward to seeing you there! Thank you! 
           
 As your Public Information Officer, I am continually looking for ways to let others know of our Chapter’s activities
and events and to locate prospective new members. Please invite any eligible prospective member to join our
organization. We are gaining new members and want to make them feel appreciated and welcomed. If you see
someone at our meetings that you don’t recognize, please introduce yourself and welcome them to our
NACMOAA family. Thank you.    

LCDR H. Spencer O’Neal, USN, (Ret)
Membership Chair/Public Information Officer, NACMOAA
H_Spencer_ONeal@yahoo.com   (760) 486-3855 

Membership & Public Information Officer Corner



LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS UPDATE
 by COL (RET) Steve Woods, U.S. Army

MOAA’s Summer Advocacy in Action (AiA) Campaign

Major Richard Star Act (S. 1032 / H.R. 2102)
Combat-injured veterans deserve their full earned compensation, and this legislation reinforces our promise to
support those who served — long after they’ve left active duty. The Star Act is an enduring priority for MOAA, and we
are excited to report it has generated significant momentum since last spring. The benefits offered by the Major
Richard Star Act are not new. Congress eliminated the retirement pay/disability pay offset more than two decades
ago, yet lawmakers left out those forced to retire due to combat injuries. This bill simply ends this unfair exclusion.

This legislation would fix a long-standing injustice that affects combat-injured veterans who were medically retired
before reaching 20 years of service. Right now, many of these veterans lose a portion of their earned retirement pay
because of an outdated offset. The Star Act would allow them to receive both their full military retired pay and VA
disability compensation—as they should.

The bill has strong bipartisan support, currently 372 Representatives and 27 Senators, but it will only move forward if
members of Congress hear directly from constituents like us ASAP. Please visit MOAA’s Legislative Action Center:
https://moaa.quorum.us/campaign/43784/ and send a personalized message to your U.S. Representative and
Senators. Ask them to:

• Cosponsor and actively support the Major Richard Star Act (S. 1032 / H.R. 2102);
• Push for a floor vote or inclusion of the Star Act amendment in the National Defense
Authorization Act this session. It’s quick, easy, and extremely effective

Arizona Legislative Action
The Arizona Legislature returned to Phoenix in early January, and with it comes another
important opportunity to support policies that strengthen the lives of our veterans, currently
serving members, and their families.

The Arizona Council of Chapters will continue to work closely with the House Veterans Caucus, the Arizona
Department of Veterans’ Services, and the DoD State Liaison Office to develop a slate of veteran-centered bills for the
upcoming session. Once that agenda is finalized, they will once again call upon us—MOAA’s grassroots advocates—to
help move these priorities forward. Council and Chapter Activity on the Legislative Action Center (LAC) I strongly urge
members of the chapter to register in the MOA LAC even if you don’t immediately want to submit an action. Our
chapter’s registration rate is tracked by MOAA headquarters but much more importantly, if you later want to submit
an action in the future, it will be simple to do so because you will already be registered.

Contact Your Congressional Members
Your voice makes a difference! Reach out directly to your elected representatives: (As our chapter now covers three
Arizona state legislative districts, please check your current voter registration card for your district)

U.S Representatives:
Senator Ruben Gallego -- www.gallego.senate.gov – (202) 224-4521
Senator Mark Kelly -- www.kelly.senate.gov – (202) 224-2235
Representative Eli Crane – www.crane.house.gov/ -- (202)225-3361 CD2 (Yavapai County/Payson Areas)
Representative Paul Gosar – www.gosar.house.gov/ -- (202) 225-2315 CD9 (Lake Havasu City/Kingman Areas):
Arizona Legislative District 1: (Yavapai County Area)
Senator Mark Finchem – mfinchem@azleg.gov – (602) 926-3631
Representative Selina Bliss – sbliss@azleg.gov – (602)926-4018
Representative Quang Nguyen – qnguyen@azleg.gov – (602) 926-3258
Arizona Legislative District 30: (Lake Havasu City/Kingman Area)
Senator Hildy Angius – hangius@azleg.gov – (602) 926-5051
Representative Leo Biasiucci – lbiasiucci@azleg.gov – (602) 926-3018
Representative John Gillette – jgillette@azleg.gov – (602) 926-4100
Arizona Legislative District 7: (Payson Area)
Senator Wendy Rogers – wrogers@azleg.gov – (602) 926-3042
Representative Walt Blackman – wblackman@azleg.gov – (602) 926-3244
Representative David Marshall – dmarshall@azleg.gov – (602) 926-3579

Grassroots advocacy works, but only if you take the time to participate!



NACMOAA Surviving Spouse Liaison 
By Sharon Douglas

Surviving Spouse Update January 2026
Happy New Year. I hope you all had a happy holiday season.
 

Congress will be back in session soon, marking a new year to enlist 
co-sponsors and support for bills that are so important to our surviving spouses and veterans.

Mrs. Linda Wolverton, serves as the Arizona State Surviving Spouse Liaison and Luke Chapter Surviving Spouse
Liaison. She has done a great job of compiling information regarding the bills that were presented to Congress last
year, but needs our help to become new laws.  

Please take time to review this information and plan to be part of the effort to succeed in 2026. Stay informed and let
your lawmakers hear from you. Call, email, or use the MOAA Legislative Action Center resource online at  
MOAA.org

Thank you for your time
Mrs. Sharon Douglas NAC Surviving Spouse Liaison

 H.R.2055 - 119th Congress (2025-2026) The Caring for Survivors Act of 2025
It would increase Dependency and Indemnity Compensation paid by VA to surviving spouses from 43% of 100% disability compensation to
55%. The bill reduces, from 10 years to 5 years of total disability, in order for a survivor to qualify for benefits; and specifies the amount that is
payable to survivors of veterans who were rated totally disabled for a period of less than 10 years before their death
 
H.R. 2278, Survivor Benefits Delivery Improvement Act March 21, 2025:
The Survivor Benefits Delivery Improvement Act, would increase the monthly rate for dependency and indemnity compensation (DIC) for the
surviving spouses and dependents of military members and veterans who died as the result of their service-related illnesses and injuries.
Note: This includes enhancements to the VA Program of Comprehensive Assistance for Family Caregivers (PCAFC), expansion of home health
and long-term care services to meet current and future needs of veterans, their caregivers, and families; Access to employment assistance
under the Military OneSource program of the Department of Defense and Reimbursement of fees associated with certifications or licensure
renewal necessary for such employment.
 
H.R.2148 Veteran Caregiver Reeducation, Reemployment, And Retirement Act.
 This legislation acknowledges caregivers’ invaluable contributions while addressing the significant economic and emotional
burdens they face, by offering education, employment, and retirement opportunities.
 
S.1027 AND H.R. 2033 – Military Spouse Hiring Act (identical bills)
Is a bill aimed at incentivizing employers to hire military spouses by expanding the Work Opportunity Tax Credit (WOTC) program. 
 
Pact Act Surviving Spouse Information updated with additional diagnoses
Male breast cancer and urethral cancer, additional blood cancers, and new conditions like hypertension and Monoclonal
Gammopathy of Undetermined Significance (MGUS) for Agent Orange exposure. Other additions include more presumptive
conditions related to burn pits, like various respiratory, gastrointestinal, and head cancers. Surviving spouses may now submit claims
for DIC if their spouses had any of the conditions on the expanded list. Go on www.va.gov for other presumptive conditions from
Agent Orange and other exposures.
 
Veterans who served in the Vietnam War, the Gulf War, Iraq, Afghanistan, the Global War on Terror, or any other combat zone after
9/11 and were exposed to toxic substances will be eligible to enroll in VA health care starting March 5.
Veterans who never deployed but were exposed to toxins or hazards while training or on active duty in the U.S. will also be eligible to
enroll. Veterans eligible for VA health care under these authorities do not have to apply for VA benefits before enrolling.
 
Resources:
For more information about surviving spouse issues or to join our Virtual Chapter, check out these sites:
 • MOAA Surviving Spouse Virtual Chapter. The chapter meets on the 3rd Tuesday of each month-every other month is a business
meeting with a speaker and the other months are an informal social gathering to exchange information and ideas. Download a
membership application at: mssvc02@gmail.com
• Facebook. These are three sites that deal with surviving spouse issues. Ask questions, get answers and stay informed about bills
and proposals affecting our group.
· Publications: -Available from MOAA.org 
· Help Your Survivors Now, a guide to Planning Ahead
· Estate Planning Guide
· Turning the Corner: Surviving the Loss of a Loved One
· Be Connected

https://www.google.com/search?q=Monoclonal+Gammopathy+of+Undetermined+Significance+%28MGUS%29&oq=&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCQgAEEUYOxjCAzIJCAAQRRg7GMIDMgkIARBFGDsYwgMyCQgCEEUYOxjCAzIJCAMQRRg7GMIDMgkIBBBFGDsYwgMyCQgFEEUYOxjCAzIJCAYQRRg7GMIDMgkIBxBFGDsYwgPSAQkyMzQ3ajBqMTWoAgiwAgE&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfDmcfPbJioU_Jb5XQETnxI3hgd5l8fxNKK_0nXfDc1mr7mcGkM53IMsTFWuLiRUA2GZg-TvVOxy08h0M9ha7GtXpHG4IreInmXHagyLZoUAyfGPTLZjQpbNF2O0vfeJ3aSHpCqi6bVIO92XG_I0-MmmtZEq0dkuTE770mIauiHpLt7M_n_I0xvUlnGhGC6m3D-T&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwiNpN-fuKSQAxWnEkQIHZOHLrwQgK4QegQIARAC
https://www.google.com/search?q=Monoclonal+Gammopathy+of+Undetermined+Significance+%28MGUS%29&oq=&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCQgAEEUYOxjCAzIJCAAQRRg7GMIDMgkIARBFGDsYwgMyCQgCEEUYOxjCAzIJCAMQRRg7GMIDMgkIBBBFGDsYwgMyCQgFEEUYOxjCAzIJCAYQRRg7GMIDMgkIBxBFGDsYwgPSAQkyMzQ3ajBqMTWoAgiwAgE&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfDmcfPbJioU_Jb5XQETnxI3hgd5l8fxNKK_0nXfDc1mr7mcGkM53IMsTFWuLiRUA2GZg-TvVOxy08h0M9ha7GtXpHG4IreInmXHagyLZoUAyfGPTLZjQpbNF2O0vfeJ3aSHpCqi6bVIO92XG_I0-MmmtZEq0dkuTE770mIauiHpLt7M_n_I0xvUlnGhGC6m3D-T&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwiNpN-fuKSQAxWnEkQIHZOHLrwQgK4QegQIARAC
http://www.va.gov/?fbclid=IwAR3gxV_GvsbaLZWiYfZYcVuxAAGnjzpOWEt3njrzyB9metl6zkPp4A5ieSc
mailto:mssvc02@gmail.com


Veterans Suicide Prevention Line 
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline (now known as the 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline) is now active across

the United States. When people call or text 988, they will be connected
to trained counselors who are part of the existing Lifeline network. These trained counselors will listen,

understand how their problems are affecting them, provide support, and connect them to resources if
necessary.

The previous Lifeline phone number (1-800-273-8255) will always remain available to people in
emotional distress or suicidal crisis. 

Any person who has ever held a commission or a warrant in any of the eight uniformed
services is eligible for membership in the Military Officers Association of America

HELPFUL INFORMATION & NOTICES

SPECIAL ONLINE ACCESS INFORMATION FOR MEMBERS TO STAY CONNECTED
TAKE ACTION Page: https:/moaa.quorum.us/ or moaa.org/takeaction 

Web Page for NACMOAA: nacmoaa.org
Facebook: NACMOAA

Veterans Handbook - https://www.va.gov/welcome-kit/

Northern Arizona Chapter MOAA Mission
NACMOAA’s mission is to promote the purposes and objectives of the Military Officers Association of
America; to foster fraternal relations among retired, active and former commissioned and warrant

officers of the eight U.S. uniformed services, including the National Guard and Reserve Components; to
protect the rights and interests of our members and all U.S. military veterans, their dependents and

survivors; and to serve the community and the nation

MOAA MISSION: 
To advocate for our military community and connect it to the nation we serve.

MOAA VISION:
 To promote and protect a strong national defense and lead our nation to honor its

commitments to all who serve.

See MOAA on the web at www.moaa.org
See NACMOAA on the web at www.nacmoaa.org

All NACMOAA Chapter members are encouraged to be members of the National Military Officers
Association of America.





Bob Wallace wife Lorain

Bridget Bradly and friend

2 Embry Riddle ROTC Cadets

 Alex and Steve

Alex and Sharon

Gloria Rutt, Ray Jordan, Chris Torrance 

Memories of 2025

AZ Tax Credit has INCREASED!
You can donate to U.S. VETS -

Prescott until April 15, 2026..
Your contributions make a

positive impact on the lives of
the veterans we serve! U.S.

VETS is a qualifying nonprofit
for the AZ Tax Credit, which

means you can donate up to
$841 for a joint return...and it
may be deducted from your

Arizona State Tax bill. *Consult
your tax professional and the

AZ Dept of Revenue
Guidelines. Please make

check payable to U.S. VETS -
Prescott, 1040 Whipple St.

#400, Prescott, AZ 86305, or
call 928 583 7199. U.S. VETS -

Prescott's assigned tax credit
code is 20136.


